THE KING RULES
death at Scarborough in October removed a friend whose reputa-
tion as the greatest living British soldier had definite political
assets in relations with the officers of the Army. Then in Novem-
ber death carried away George Grenville, with the result that
Temple withdrew almost entirely from politics, while many of
Grenville's followers slowly made their way into the Government
camp.
Thus North faced Parliament with much greater confidence
when the session opened in November. Mourning for George
Grenville kept Chatham and Temple out of their places in the
Lords: Camden and Shelburne who thereupon became the
spearhead of the Opposition's attack were poor substitutes for
Chatham. The Rockingham party in the Commons could
always be relied upon to put up a dignified resistance to North's
policy, chiefly through the logical indictments of Burke and
Dowdeswell; but this rhetorical superiority had little numerical
value; and on every question of importance the Government
could secure a comfortable majority.
The incapacity of Wilkes and tie disturbances in the North
American colonies were the hardy annuals of parliamentary
business. Both produced wordy wars without shaking the
position of the Government. The possibility of a war with
Spain as a result of a dispute over the Falkland Islands loomed
large in the parliamentary proceedings at the end of 1770; but
North's handling of the situation prevented an open breach, and
in January of the following year the Opposition had the mortifica-
tion of witnessing the complete triumph of the Government's
policy when the King of Spain disavowed the seizure of the
islands, and ordered their immediate return to Great Britain. In
these delicate negotiations, when the danger of war was never very
far away, North was ably supported by the Charge d'Affairs in
Madrid—James Harris, who later became the Earl of Malmesbury.
Early in 1771 the whole question of the publication of parlia-
mentary proceedings came up for discussion in the Commons.
By a Standing Order of the House it was illegal to report the
speeches of members; but the rule was generally evaded, and
Opposition and Government journals vied with each other in
the art of misrepresentation and abuse. On February pth, how-
ever, Colonel George Onslow, the Member for Guildford, drew
attention to reports which had appeared in The Gazetteer and
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